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ESUS Chriſt our Saviour and Redeemer was 
foretold by the Prophets as the Prince of Peace : 
the Angels proclaimed him under the ſame title ta 
the Shepherds at his firſt appearance upon earth; 
he afterwards made himſelf known repeatedly as the 
Sovereign Pacificator ; and he recommended peace 
to his Diſciples before his aſcenſion to heaven. 
Having reconciled all things to God his father, 
having pacified by his blood and by his croſs every 
thing which is contained in heaven and in earth, he 
recommended to his Apoſtles the miniflry of re- 
conciliation, and, beſtowed on them the gift of 
tongues, that they might publiſh it; that they might 
0 become 


| (4) 
become miniſters and envoys of Chriſt, who is not 
the God of diſcord, but of peace and love; that 
they might announce this peace to all the earth, 
and direct their efforts to this chief point, that all 
men being regenerated in Chriſt, might preſerve 
the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace; might 
conſider themſelves as one body, and one ſoul, as 
called to one and the ſame hope, to one and the 
ſame vocation, at which, according t6 St. Gregory, 
we never can arrive, unleſs we run in concert with 
our brethren. This ſame word of reconciliation, 
this ſame miniſtry, is recommended to us by God 
in a particular manner. Ever ſince we were raiſcd 
(without any perſonal merit) to the chair of St. 
Peter, we have called theſe duties to mind day and 
night, we have had them without cealing before 
our eyes ; they are deeply engraven on our hearts, 
and we labour to the utmoſt of our power to fatis!y 
and fulfil them. To this effect we implore with- 
out ceaſing the protection and the aid of God, that 
he would inſpire us and all his flock with counſels 
of peace, and open to us the road which leads to 
it. We know beſides, that we ere eſtabliſhed by 
the Divine Providence over kingdoms and nations, 
in order to pluck up, deſtroy, diſperſe, diſſipate, 
plant, or nouriſh, as may beſt conduce to the right 
cultivation of the vineyard of Sabaoth, and to the 
preſervation of the edifice of the Chriſtian Religi— 
on, of which Chriſt is the chief corner- ſtone. In 
conſequence hereof we have ever thought, and 
been conſtantly of opinion, that as it is our duty 
Carefully to plant and nouriſh whatever may con- 
duce in any manner.40 the repoſe and tranquillity 
of the Chriſtian Republic, fo the bond of mutual 
charity requires that we be equally ready and dil- 
poſed to pluck up and deftroy even the things which 
are moit agreeable to us, and of which we cannot 
*. deprive 
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geprive oarſelves without the higheſt regret, and 
the moſt pungent ſorrow. 

It is beyond a doubt, that amonghe things 
which contribute to the good and happineſs of the 
Chriſtian Republic, the religious orders hold as it 
were the firſt place. It was tar this reaſon that the 
Apoſtolic See, which owes its luſtre and ſupport to 
theſe orders, has not only approved, but endowed 
them with many exemptions, privileges and facul- 
ties, in order that they might be ſo much the more 
excited to the cultivation of picty and religion; to 
the direction of the manners ot the people, both by 
their inſtructions and their examples; to the pre- 
ſervation and confirmation of the unity of the faith 
among the believers. Bur if at any time any of 
theſe religious orders did not caule theſe abundant 
fruits to proſper among the Chriſtian people, did 
not procure it thoſe advantages which were hoped 
for at their inſtitution ; if at any tie they ſeemed 
diſpoſed rather to trouble than maintain the public 
3 Wrcanquillity ; the ſame Apoſtolic See, which had 
> MWivailed itſelf of its own authority to eſtabliſh theſe 
orders, did not hefitate to reform them by new 
„ avs, to recall them to their primitive inſtitution, 
„ er even totally to aboliſh them where it has ſeemed 
it eceſſary. Upon motives like theſe, Innocent III. 
ie Jour predeceſſor, having conſidered that the too 
| great multiplicity of re -cular orders ſerved only to 
bring confuſion into the church of God, did, in 
lhe fourth Council of Late: as torbid all perſons 
o invent any new religious inſtitution; and coun- 
call thofe who were called to the monaſtic life to 
tmbrace one of the orders already eſtabliſhed. He 
{termined alſo, that whoever was diſpoſed to found 
Wy new religious houſe, ſhould ſubmit it to ſome 
the rules, or inſtitutions already approved. From 
ene it reſults that no one has a right to found any 
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become miniſters and envoys of Chriſt, who is not | 
the God of diſcord, but of peace and love; that | 
they might announce this peace to all the earth, 
and direct their efforts to this chief point, that all 
men being regenerated in Chriſt, might preſerve 
| the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace; might 
| ; conſider themſelves as one body, and one ſoul, as 
| | called to one and the ſame hope, to one and the 
| 
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we never can arrive, unleſs we run in concert with 
our brethren. This ſame word of reconciliation, 
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in a particular manner. Ever ſince we were raiſed Wt 
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Geprive oGrſelves without the higheſt regret, and 
the moſt pungent ſorrow. 

It is beyond a doubt, that amon dhe things 
which contribute to the good and ban e of the 
Chriſtian Republic, the religious orders hold as ir 
were the firſt place. It was tar this reaſon that the 
Apoſtolic See, which owes its luſtre and ſupport to 
theſe orders, has not only approved, but endowed 
them with many exemptions, privileges and facul- 
ties, in order that they might be ſo much the more 
excited to the cultivation of piety and religion; to 
the direction of the manners ot the people, both by 
their inſtructions and their examples; to the pre- 
ſervation and confirmation of the unity of the faith 
among the believers. But if at any time any of 
theſe religious orders did not cauſe theſe abundant 
fruits to proſper among the Chriſtian people, did 
not procure it thoſe advantages which were hoped 
for at their inſtitution; if at any ripe they ſeemed 
diſpoſed rather to trouble than maintain the public 
tranquillity ; the fame Apoſtolic See, which had 
availed itſelf of its own authority to eſtabliſh theſe 
orders, did not heſitate to reform them by new 
laws, to recall them to their primitive inſtitution, 


neceſſary, Upon motives like theſe, Innocent III. 
dur predeceſſor, having conlidered that the too 
eat multiplicity of re -oular orders ſerved only to 
n bring confuſion into the church of God, did, in 
d ie fourth Council of Latetan, forbid all perſons 
y Wb invent any new religious inſtitution; and coun- 
ball thofe who were called to the monaſtic life to 
tmbrace one of the orders already eſtabliſhed. He 
termined alſo, that whoever was diſpoſed to found 
y mew religious houſe, ſhould ſubmit it to ſome 
bit the rules, © or inſtitutions already approved. From 
Face 1t reſults that no one has a right to found any 
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to the ſubſidies deſtined for the Holy Land, or 
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new order, without the ſpecial permiſſion of the 
Roman Pontiff, and that with very good reaſon 
the ratherFas the end of new inſtitutions being the 
attainment of a greater degree of perfection, it is 
proper that the Apoſtolic See ſhould previouſly and 


* carefully examine the rules of conduct pro poſcd 


to be laid down, leſt great inconveniencies and 
even ſcandals ſhould be introdueed into the church 
of God, under the ſpecious appearance of a greater 
- Notwithſtanding the wiſdom of theſe diſpoſiti- 
ons of Innocent III. in after times exceſs of im- 
oe wrung from the Holy See the appro- 

ation of divers regular orders ; nay, ſuch was the 
arrogant temerity of many individuals, that an in- 
finite number of orders, eſpecially mendicants, 
{ſtarted up without any permiſſion at all. To re- 
medy this abuſe, Gregory X. likewiſe our prede- 
ceſſor, renewed the conſtitution of Innocent III. in 
the General Council at Lyons; and forbid every 


one, under the moſt ſevere penalties, to invent 


thereafter any new orders, or to wear the habit ol 
them. And as to the new inſtitutions and mendi- 
cant orders, eſtabliſhed after the Council of Late- 
ran, and not then approved by the Holy See, he 
aboliſhed them all; and with regard to thoſe 
which had then been confirmed by the Apoſtolic 
See, he ordained, that thoſe who had already taken 
the vows, might, if they ſaw good, remain in 
them, on condition that they received no new 
members, that they acquired no new houſes, lands, 
or poſſeſſions whatever, and that they did not alie- 
nate the poſſeſſions they then had, without ths 


expreſs permiſſion of the Apoſtolic See. And 
further he reſerved to the ſaid See the diſpoſitio 


of all the ſaid goods and poſſeſſions to be cr 
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the poor, or for other pious uſes, and that through 
the channel of the ordinary of the place, or of ſuch 
other perſon as the Holy See ſhould appoint. He 
prohibited likewiſe the members of the faid orders, 
to preach, confeſs, or even inter any other dead, 
except thoſe of their own order. He declared, 
however, that the orders and preachers called Fra- 
tres Minores ſhould be exempted from this conſtitu- 
tion, inaſmuch as the evident advantage the Catho- 
lic Church reaped from them entitled them to an 
entire approbation. He ordained likewiſe, that the 
order of the Hermits of St. Auguſtin, and that of 
the Carmelites, ſhould remain on their ancient foot- 
ing, inaſmuch as their inſtitution was prior to the 
Council of Lateran. And finally, he permitted 
in- the individuals of the orders compriſed in the ſaid 
ts, conſtitution full liberty of tranſporting themſelves 
re- and their effects into any other order already ap- 
le- proved; provided only that no whole order or 
in convent ſhould paſs with all their effects into any 
ery one other order, without a previous and expreſs 
ent permiſſion of the Holy See. | 
; Of The other Roman Pontiffs, our predeceſſors, 
di- followed the ſame ſteps, as circumſtances required. 
te · ¶ Among others, Clement V. by a letter /ub p/umbo, 
nel expedited the 3d of May in the year 1312, in- 
ole WW duced thereto by the general diſcredit into which 
ole the order of Templars was fallen, did entirely ſup- 
Ken preſs and aboliſh the ſaid order, though it had been 
iaßz legally approved, and though on account of the 
neu ſervices it had rendered to the Chriſtian Republic, 
105 the Holy See had heretofore beſtowed on it many 
end important privileges, faculties, and exempti- 
cha ons; and though the General Council of Vienna, 
\n0 to whom the examination of this affair had been 
committed, had not thought proper to pronounce 
a formal and definitive ſentence. 
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St. Pius V. likewiſe our predeceſſor, whoſe eml- 
nent virtues are honoured by the Church, ſuppreſſed 
and entirely aboliſhed the order called The. Humble 
rot bers, though it was anterior ro the Council of 
Lateran, and had been approved by Innocent III. 
Honorius III. Gregory IX. and Nicholas III. Pon- 
tiffs of bleſſed memory, and our predeceſſors. His 
reaſons for which were, that the diſobedience of 
this order to the Apoſtolic decrees, their quarrel; 
among themſelves and with ſtrangers, left no roon 
to hope from them any example of virtue; and 
that beſides ſome individuals of this order had made 
an infamous attempt on the life of St. Charles Fo- 


rommæus, a Cardinal of the Holy Church, and 


Apoſtolic Viſitor of the ſaid order. 

The Pope Urban VIII. our predeceſſor, of bleſſed 
memory, did in the ſame manner, by a brief dated 
the 6th of February; aboliſh and for ever ſuppreſs 
the congregation of Fratres Conventuales reformati, 
though this order had been approved by Pope Six- 
tus V. who had diſtinguiſhed it hy particular bene- 
factions and favours. Urban VIII. ſuppreſſed it, 
becauſe the Church, of God did no longer receive 
any ſpiritual advantages from it; and becauſe 
violent diſputes had ariſen between this order and 
thoſe of the Fratres Conventuales non reformati. He 
ordained that the houſes, convents, and goods 


moveable and immoveable, belonging to their con- 


gregation, ſhould be aſſigned over to the {aire 
Minuores Conventuales of St Fiancis,. except only the 


. houſe at Naples, and that of St. Antony of Padua, 


called De Urbe. This laſt he incorporated and ap- 
plied to the Apoſtolic Chambes leaving the di- 
polition of it to his ſucceſlors. Laſtly, he per- 
mitted the brothers of the ſaid congregation. to pals 
into the houſes of the Capuchins, or into thoſe ol 
the brothers, called. De Ob/ervantia, 
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„This "ao Urban VIII. by another latter i in che 
form of a brief, dated the 2d of December 1643, 
ſuppreſſed for ever, extinguiſhed and aboliſhed, 
the regular order of the Saints Ambfoſe and Bar- 
naby, ed nemus, ſubmitting the regulars of the 
ſaid orders to the juriſdiction and government of 
the Ordinary, permitting the individuals thereof 
to paſs into other regular orders approved by the 
Holy See. Innocent. X. conlirmed this abolition, 
afterwards by his letter / p! ambo of, the iſt ok 
April 2645. He farther ſecularized all the bene- 
faces, monaſteries, and houſes of the ſaid order; 
which were heretolore regular. The fame. Inno- 
cent X. our predeceſſor, having Been informed of 
the great diſorders which had ariſen among the 
regulars of the order of the pious ſchools of the 
mother of God; and notwichſtanding the {aid or- 

der had been ſolemnly approved by Gregory XV. 

did, after a mature examination, and by his brief; 
dated March 16, 1045, Feduce tife ſaid order to 4 
ſunple congregation, diſpenling with all obliga- 
tion to make a any vow, in imitation of the inftitu-, 
tion of the congregation of ſecular Prieſts of the 
Oratory, in the church of St. Mary, at Valicella Ce, 
Urbe, or, as it is commonly called, St. Philip ot, 
Nea: he granted the ſaid regulars the permiſſion. 
of paſſing into any other order, forbid the farther 
admiſſion of novices; and the adminiftration of the 
rows to the novices already received. Ard, laitly,. 
he transferred to the ordinaries all the ſuperiority 
and juriſdiction, which had heretufore been veſted 
in tae Miniſter General, the Viſi-ors and Superiors. 
And theſe diſpoſitions had their full effect tor ſome ; 
years; till at laſt the Holy Sec, convinced of che 
uality of this inſtitution, rec alled i it to its Grit form, 
V ordained the ancient ſolemn vows, and reinitatelt 
k as a fixed regular ol f. : 
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By another brief, of the 29th of October 1650, 

this {ame Innocent X. totally ſuppreſſed the order 
St. Baſileus of the Armenians ; and that on the 

ſame account of diſſenſions and troubles ariſen 
therein, he inveſted the Ordinaries with full power 
and authority over the members of the orders thus 

| {upprefied, commanding them to take the dreſs of 

the tecular clergy, and aſſigning them annuities 

out of the fevenues of the ſuppreſſed convents, 
-grantirg withal the permiſſion to enter into ſuch 

Other orders as they ſhould ſee fit. | 

| The ſame Innocent X. having conſidered that 
no ſpiritual advantages could be derived from the 

= Regular Congregation of the Prieſts of the good 

| Jeſus, did, by another brief of the 22d of June 
1651, aboliſh the ſame for ever. He ſubmitted 
the faid Regulars to the juriſdiction of their Or- 

dinary, aſſigned them a convenient portion of the 
revenues of congregation, permitting them to 
enter into any other approved order, and reſerving 
to himſelf the diſpoſition of the goods of the ſaid 

. congregation, to be applied as he ſhould ſee fit to 
works of piety. 

Laſtly, Clement IX. our predeceſſor, of bleſſed 
memory, having conſidered that the Three Regular 
Orders of the Regular Canons of Saint Gregory in 
Alga, of the jeromites of Fieſole, and of the Jeſuits 
inſtituted by St. Colombanus; were of no further 
uſe to the Chriſtian world, and that no hopes re- 
mained of rendering them hereafter uſeful, reſolved 
to aboliſh them, and did actually do ſo by his 
brief, bearing date. the 6th of December 1668. 

With regard to their goods and revenues, which were 
very conſiderable, at the requeſt of the Republic 
of Venice, he aſſigned them for the carrying on the 
war of Candia againſt the Turks. 


Our predeceſſors, in taking and executing a 
reio« 
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dons, have very wiſely preferred this method 
to all others; they regarded it as the only one cal- 
culated to calm the agitation of men's minds, and 
to ſtifle the ſpirit of party and diſſenſion. They, 
therefore, avoided the flow and fallible method of- 
proceeding in ordinary conteſtations before the 
Courts of Juſtice, contenting themſelves to follow 
the laws of prudence, and relying wholly on that 
plenitude of power which they poſſeſſed in ſo emi- 
ninent a degree as Vicars of Chriſt upon earth, and 
as ſovereign moderators of the Chriſtian Republic ; 
they executed all theſe changes without giving the 
Regular Orders, which they propoſed to ſuppreſs, 
the faculty of producing any arguments in their 
defence, or of clearing themſelves from the heavy 
acculations brought againſt them, or of oppoſing 
the powerful motives by which the holy Pontiffs 
were induced to take ſuch reſolutions. 

We therefore having theſe and other ſuch ex- 
amples before our eyes, examples of great weight 
and high authority, animated belides with a lively 
defire 'of walking with 'a ſafe conſcience, and a 
hrm ſtep, in the deliberations of which we ſhall 
ſpeak hereafter, have omitted no care, no pains, 
in order to arrive at a thorough knowledge of the 
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5 origin, the progreſs, and the actual ſtate of that 
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regular order commonly called the Company of 
Jeſus. In the courſe of theſe inveſtigations, we 
have ſcen that the holy founder of this order did 
Inſtitute it for the ſalvation of fouls, the conver- 
ſion of hereticks and infidels, and, in ſhort, for 
the greater advancement of piety and religion. 
And in order to actain more ſurely and happily {0 
laudable a deſign, he conſecrated himſelf rigo- 
rouſly to God, by an abſolute vow of evangelical, 
poverty, with which to bind the Society in general, 
and each indiyidyal i in particular, except only the 


a 
Colleges, in which pollte literature, and other 
branches of knowlege, were to be taught, and 
which were allowed to poſſeſs property, but fo 
that no part of their revenues could eyer be ap- 
lied to the uſe Of the ſaid Society in general. It 
was under theſe and other holy reſtrictions, that 
the Company of Jeſus was approved by the Popę 
Paul III. our predeceſſor, of bleſſed memory, by 
his letter / plumbo, dated October 29, 1340. He 
granted them beſides, the power of forming laws 
and ſtatutes, to ſecure the advantages, ſtability, 
and good order of the Society, on a more ſolid 
footing. And though Paul III. did at firſt reſtrain 
this Company to the number of ſixty ; yet, by his 
letter of the 27th of March, he gave the Superiors 
of the ſaid Company power to admit as many 
Members as they plealed. Afterwards the ſaid 
Pontiff by his brief, hag May 1 5, 1 549, favoured 
the ſaid Company with many am! extenfive privi- 
leges; among others, he willed and ordered, that 
the indult, which he had already accorded to the 
preceding Generals, ſhould be extended to all 
ſuch as the Generals ſhould think. worthy of it. 
This indult has hitherto been reſtrained to the 
power of admitting only twenty Prieſts, as ſpiri- 
tual coadjutors, to whom Were to be granted all 
the ſame privileges, and the ſame authority, as to 
the profeſſed companiops of the order. Farther, 
he exempted and withdrew the ſaid order, its com- 
Panieas, perſons, and poſſeſſions whatever, from 
all dominion and juridiction of all Ordinaries what- 
ever, taking them under the immediate protection 
of himſelf and the Holy See. | 
The munificence and liberality of other Pontills, 
our predeceſſors, towards the Society, have not 
been leſs remarkable. It is well known, that Ju- 
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gixtus V. Gregory XIV. Clement VIII. Paul V. 
Leo XI. Gregory XV. Urban VIII. ani other 
Roman Pontiffs, of blefled! memory, have either 
confirmed the privileg ges already greited to the 
Society, or have explained and augmented them. 
Notwithſtanding fo many and 10 great favours, 
it appears, from che apoſtolical conſtitutions, that 
almoſt at the very moment of its inſtitution there 
aroſe in the bofom of this Society divers ſeeds of 
diſcord and diſſenſion, not only among the com- 
anions themſelves, but with other regular orders, 
the ſecular Clergy, the academies, the univerſities, 
the public ſchools, and, laſtly, even with the Princes 
of the States in which the Society was received. 
Theſtdiſſenſions and diſputes aroſe ſometimes 
concerning the nature of their vows, the time of 
| I admiliion to them, the power of expulſion, the 
| WU right of admiſſion to holy orders without a ſuffici- 
eat title, and without having taken the ſolemn 
© WW vows, contrary to the tenor of the decrees of the 
Council of Trent, and of Pius V. our predeceſſor, 
Sometimes concerning the abſolute authority aſ- 
. ſumed by the General of the ſaid order, and on 
e I matters relating to the good government and dil- 
- Kcipline of the order. Sometimes concerning dif- 
| erent points of doctrine, concerning their ſchools, 
o Wor ſuch of their exemptions and privileges as the 
„ MoOrdinaries, and other civil or eccleſiaſtical Officers 
i= Leclared to be contrary to their rights and jutiſ- 
n action. In ſhort, accuſations of the greateſt 
- nature, and very detrimental to the peace and 
n Wiranquillity of the Chriſtian Republic, have been 
continually received againſt the {aid order. Hence 
the origin of that infinity of appeals and proteſts 
gainſt this Society, which ſo many. Sovereigns 
have laid at the foot of the throne of our prede- 


fl. Irs Faul IV. Pius V. and Sixtus V. 


Among 
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| Among the Princes who have thus apnealed, | is 
Philip ing of Spain, of glorious memory, 
who 25 before Sixtus V. not only the reaſons of 
complaint which he had, but alſo thoſe alleged by 
the inquiſitors of his kingdom againſt the excel- 
five privileges of the Socicty, and the form of 
their government. He deſired likewiſe that the 
Pope ſhould be acquainted wirh the heads of ac- 
cuſation laid againſt the Society, and confirmed by 
ſome of its own Members, remarkable for their 
learning and piety, and demanded that the Socicty 
ſhould undergo an apoſtolic viſitation. Sixtus V. 
convinced that theſe demands and ſolicitations of 
Philip were juſt and well-ſounded, did, without 
heſitation, comply therewith ; and, in conſequence, 
named a Biſhop of diſtinguiſhed prudence, virtue 
and learning, to be Apoſtolic Viſitor, and at the 
lame time deputed à congregaticn of Cardinals to 

examine this matter. 
But this Pontiff having been carried off by a 
remature death, this wite undertaking remained 
without effect. Gregory XIV. being raiſed to the 
Supreme Apoſtolic Chair, approved, in its utmoſt 
extent, the inſtitytion of the Society, by his letter 
ſub plumbo, dated the 28th of July 1591. He 
confirmed all the privileges which had becn grant- 
ed by any of his predeceſſors to the Society, and 
particularly rhe power of expelling and diſmiſſing 
any of its Members, without any previous form of 
proceſs, information, act, or delay; upon the ſole 
view of the truth of the fact, and the nature of 
the crime, from a ſufficient motive, and a due 
regard of perſons and circumſtances. He ordain- 
ed, and that under pain of excommunication, that 
all proceedings againſt the Society ſhould be quain- 
ed, and that no perſon whatever ſhould preſume, 
directly, or indirectly, to attack the inſtitution, 


3 | | | 
conſtitutions, or decrees of the ſaid Society, or at- 
tempt in any manner whatever to make any change 
therein, To each and every of the Members only 
of the ſaid Society, he permitted to expoſe and 
propoſe, either by themſelves, or by the Legates 
and Nuncios of the Holy See, to himſelf only, 
or the Popes his ſucceſſors, whatever they ſhould 
think proper to b added, modified, or changed 
in their inſtitution. NEE 

Who would have thought that even theſe diſpo- 
ſitions ſhould prove ineffectual towards appeaſing 
the cries and appeals againſt the Society? On the 
contrary, very violent diſputes aroſe on all ſides, 
concerning the doctrine of the Society, which 
many repreſented as contrary to the orthodox 
faith, and to ſound morals. The diffenfions among 
themſelves, and with others, grew every day more 
animated; the accuſations againſt the Society were 
multiplied without number, and eſpecially with 
regard to that inſatiable avidity of temporal poſ- 
{efions, with which it was reproached. Hence 
the riſe not only of thoſe well-known troubles 
which brought ſo much care and ſolicitude upon 
the Holy See, but alſo of the reſolution which 
certain Sovereigns took againſt the ſaid order. 

It reſulted, that inſtead of obraining from 
Paul V. of bleſſed memory, a freſh confirmation 
of its inſtitute and privileges, the Society was 
reduced to aſk of him, chat he would condeſcend 
to ratify and confirm, by his authority, certain 
decrees formed in the fifth General Congregation 
of the Company, and tranſcribed word tor word 


in the brief of the ſaid Pope, bearing date Sep- 


tember 4, 1606. lo theſe decrees it is plainly ac- 
knowledged that the diſſenſions and internal revolts 
of the ſaid companions, together with the demands 
and appeals ot ſtrangers, had obliged the ſaid 


" 


compa- 
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companions aſſembled in congregation to enatt 


the tollowing ſtatute, namely; , , ,_ _ 
Ihe Divine Providence having raiſed up our 
Society tor, the propagation of the faith, and the 
painingrof fouls, the. ſaid Society. can, by the rules 

f its own inſtitute, which are its ſpiritual arms, 
arrive happily under the ſtandard of the cross, at 
thE end which it has propoſed for the good of the 
Shutehz and the edifieation of our neighbours. 

ut, the ſaid Society would prevent the effect of 
thele pfecious goods, and expoſe them to the molt 
imminent dangers, if it concerned itſelf with tem- 
poral matters, and which relate to political affairs, 
and the adminiſtration of government: in con{e- 
quence whereof it has been wiſely ordained by our 
ſkiperiors; and ancients, that, confining ouric] ves 
to combat for the glory of God, we thould not 
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7 . ourleives with matters foreign to our pro- 
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lion: but whereas in theſe times ot difficulty and 
danger it has happened, through the fault perhaps 
of certain individuals, through ambition and in- 
temperate zeal, that our inſtitute-has been il 
ſpoken of in divers places, and before divers $0- 
vereigns, whole affection and good will the Father 


Ignatius, of holy memory, thought we ſhoul. 


preſerve for the good of the ſervice of God: and 
whereas a good reputation is indiſpenſably necc!- 
lary to make the vineyard of Chriſt bring forth 
fruits; in conſequence hereof our congregation 
has reſolved that we ſhould abſtain from all ap— 
pearance of evil, and remedy, as far as in our 
power, the evils ariſen from falſe ſuſpicions. 10 
this end, and by the authority of the preſent de: 
cree of the ſaid Congregation, it is {everely and 
ſtrictly forbidden to all the members of the Society, 
to interiere in any manner whatever in public at- 
fairs, even though they be thercto invited ; or to 
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t | deviate from the inſtitute, through intreaty, per- 
| ſuaſion, or any other motive whatever. The Con- 
i | gregation recommends to the Fathers Coadjutors, 
ie | that they do propoſe and determine, with all dili- 
es | gence and ſpeed, ſuch farther means as they may 
5, | think neceſſary, of remedying this abuſe.” 
at We have ſeen, in the grief of our hearts, that 
ne neither theſe remedies, nor an infinity of others 
s. | ſince employed, have produced their due effect, or 
of | filenced the accuſations and complaints againſt the 
{it U ſaid Society. Gur other predeceſſors, Urban VII. 
n- | Clement IX, X, XI, and XII. Alexander VII and 
rs, VIII. Innocent X, XI, XII, and XIII. and Be- 
-- nedict XIV. employed without effect all their ef- 
ur forts to the ſame purpole, In vain did they en— 
'& deavour, by ſalutary conſtitutions, to reſtore peace 
ot MW to the Church; as well with reſpect to ſecular 
o- affairs with which the Company ought not to have 
nd interfered, as with regard to the miſſions ; which 
ws gave riſe to great diſputes and oppoſitions on the 
in- part of the Company with the Ordinaries, with 
ill MW other religious orders, about the holy places, and 
30, communities of all forts in Europe, Africa, and 
ner America, to the great loſs of ſouls, and great 


ud ſcandal of the people; as likewiſe concerning the 
and meaning and practice of certain idolatrous cere- 
-c{. W monies adopted in certain places, in contempt of 


th thoſe juſtly approved by the Catholic Church; 

ion and farther, concerning the ule and explication of 
ap- | certain maxims, which the Holy See has, wich re aſon, 
our proſcribed as ſcandalous, and maniteſtly contrary to 
good morals ; and, laſtly, conce rning other matters 
of great importance and prime neceſſity towards 


of the goſpel, from which maxims have reſulted, 
very great inconveniences, and great detriment, both 
in our days and in paſt ages; ſuch as the revolts 
and 


prelerving the integrity and purity of the doctrines. 
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and inteſtine troubles in ſome of the Catholic ſtates, 
perſecutions againſt the Church in ſome countries of 
Aſia and Europe, not to mention the vexation and 
grating ſolicitude with which theſe melancholy af- 
tairs brought on our predeceſſors, principally upon 
Innocent XI. of bleſſed memory, who found him- 
{elf reduced to the neceſſity of forbidding the 
Company to receive any more novices ; and after- 
wards upon Innocent XIII. who was obliged to 
threaten the Company with the ſame puniſhment; 
and, laſtly, upon Benedict XIV. who took the re- 

ſolution of ordaining a general viſitation of all the 
huouſes and colleges of the Company in the king- 
dom of our dearly beloved fon in Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Moſt Faithful King of Portugal. 

The late apoſtolic letter of Clement XIII. of 
bleſſed memory, our immediate predeceſſor, by 
which the inſtitute of the Company of Jeſus was 
again approved and recommended, was far from 
bringing any comfort 'to the Holy See, or any 
advantage to the Chriſtian Republic. Indeed this 
letter was rather extorted than granted, to ule the 
expreſſion of Gregory X. in the above-named 
general Council of Lyons. 

After ſo many ſtorms, troubles, and diviſions, 
every good man looked forward with impatience 
to the happy day which was to reſtore peace and 
tranquillity : but under the reign of this ſame 
Clement XIII. the times became more difficult and 
tempeſtuous; complaints and quarrels were mul- 
tiplied on every fide; in ſome places dangerous 
ſeditions aroſe, tumults, diſcords, diſſenſions, ſcan- 
dals, which weakening or entirely breaking the 
bonds of Chriſtian charity, excited the faithful to 
all the rage of party, hatreds, and enmities. De- 
ſolation and danger grew to ſuch a height, that 
the very Sovereigns, whoſe piety and liberality 2 

| wards 


vinces, theſe very companions of Jeſus ; perſuaded 
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wards the Company were ſo well known as to be 
looked upon as. hereditary in their families, we 
mean our dearly beloved ſons in Chriſt the Kings 
of France, Spain, Portugal, and Sicily, found. 
themſelves reduced to the neceſſity of expelling 
and driving from their ſtates, kingdoms, and pro- 


that there remained no other remedy to ſo. great 
eviis; and that this ſtep was neceſſary in order to 
prevent the Chriſtians from riſing one againſt an- 
other, ard from maſſacring each other in the very 
boſom of our common mother the Holy Church. 
The ſaid our dear ſons in Jeſus Chriſt having ſince 
conſidered, that even this remedy would not be 
ſufficient towards reconciling the whole Chriſtian 
world, unleſs the ſaid Society was . abſolutely abo- 
liſhed and ſuppreſſed, made known their demands 
and wills in this matter to our ſaid. predeceſſor 
Clement XIII. They united their common prayers 
and authority to obtain that-this laſt method might 
be put in practice, as the only one capable of 
aſſuring the conſtant repoſe of their ſubjects, and 
the good of the Catholic church in general. Bur 
the unexpected death of the aforeſaid Pontiff ren- 
dered this project abortive. 

As ſoon as by the divine mercy and providence 
we were raiſed to the chair of St. Peter, the ſame 
prayers, demands, and wiſhes, were laid before 
us; and ſtrengthened by the preſſing ſolicitations. 
of many Biſhops and other perſons of diftinguithed 
rank, learning, and piety. But that we might 
chuſe the wileſt courſe, in an affair of ſo much 
importance, we determined not to be precipitate, 
but to take due time not only to examine atten- 
tively, weigh carefully, and wiſely debate, but allo 
by unceaſing prayers: to aſk of the Father of lights 
his particular aſſiſtance under theſe circumſtances z 

: C 2 exhort- 
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exhorting at the ſame time the faithful to co-operate 
with us by their prayers and good works in obtain- 

ing this needful ſuccour, | 
And firſt of all we propoſed to examine upon 
what grounds reſted the common opinion, that 
the inſtitute of the Clerks of the Company of 
Jeſus had been approved and confirmed in an 
eſpecial manner by the Council of Trent. And 
we found, that in the ſaid Council nothing more 
was done with regard to the ſaid Society, only to 
except it from the general decree, which ordained, 
that in the other regular orders, thoſe who had 
finiſhed their noviciate, and were judged worthy 
of being admitted to the profeſſion, ſhould be ad- 
mitted thereto 3” and that ſuch as were not found 
worthy; ſhould be ſent back from the monaſtery. 
The ſame Council declared, that it meant not to 
make any change or innovation in the govern- 
ment of the Clerks of the Company of Jeſus, 
that they might not be hindered from being 
uſeful to God and his church, according to the 
intent of the pious inſtitute approved by the Holy 
Sce. | 
Actuated by ſo many and important conſidera- 
tions, and, as we hope, aided by the preſence and 
inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, compelled beſides 
by the neceſſity of our Miniſtry, which ſtrictly 
. obliges us to conciliate, maintain, and confirm 
the peace and tranquillity of the Chriſtian Re- 
public, and remove every obſtacle which may 
tend to trouble it : having farther conſidered that 
the ſaid company of Jeſus can no longer produce 
thoſe abundant fruits and thoſe. great advantages 
with a view to which it was inſtituted, approved 
by ſo many of our predeceſſors, and endowed with 
ſo many and. extenſive privileges ; that on the 
contrary 1t was. very difficult, not to ſay pe 
e, 


9 
ble, that the Church could recover a firm and 
durable peace ſo long as the ſaid Society ſubſiſted; 
in conſequence hereof, and determined by the par- 
ticular reaſons we have here alleged, and forced 
by other motives which prudence and the good 
government of the Church have dictated, the 
knowledge of which we reſerve to ourſelves; con- 
forming ourſelves to the examples of our prede- 
ceſſors, and particularly to that of Gregory X. in 
the General Council of Lyons; the rather as, in 
the preſent caſe, we are determining upon the fate 
of a Society claſſed among the mendicant orders, 
both by its inſtitute, and by its privileges. After 
a mature deliberation, we do out of our certain 
knowledge, and the fulneſs of our Apoſtolical 
power, ſuppreſs and aboliſh the ſaid Company: 
we deprive it of all activity whatever, of its houſes, 
ſchools, colleges, hoſpitals, lands, and in, ſhort 
every other place whatever belonging to the ſaid 

Company in any manner whatſoever, in whatever 
kingdom or province they be ſituated ; we. abro- 
gate, and annul its ſtatutes, rules, cuſtoms, de- 
crees, and conſtitutions, even though confirmed 
by oath, and approved by the Holy See, or other- 
wiſe : in like manner we annul all and every its 
privileges, indults, general or particular, the tenor 
whereof is, and is taken to be, as fully and as 
amply expreſſed in the preſent brief, as if the fame 


> were inſerted word for word : in whatever clauſes, 
1 form or decree, or under whatever ſanction their 
at privileges may have been conceived. We declare 


ce all, and all kind of authority the General, the 
es Provincials, the Viſitors, and other Superiors of 
ed the ſaid Society, to be for ever annulled, and ex- 
th WW tinguiſhed : of what nature ſoever the ſaid au- 
thority may be, as well in things ſpiritual as 
temporal. We do likewiſe order that the ſaid 


juriſ- 
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juriſdiction and authority be transferred: to the re- 


ſpective Ordinaries, fully and in the ſame manner 
as the ſaid Generals, &c. exerciſed it, according 
to the form, places, and circumſtances, with re- 
ſpect to the perſons, and under the conditions 
hereafter determined. Forbidding, as we do here- 
by forbid, the reception of any perſon. to the ſaid 
Society, the noviciate or habit thereof. And with 
regard to theſe who have already been admitted, 
our will is, that they be not received to make 
profeſſion of the ſimple ſolemn abſolute vows, 
under pain of nullity, and ſuch other penalties as 
we ſhall ordain. Farther, we do will, command, 
and ordain, that thoſe who are now performing 
their noviciate, be ſpeedily, immediately,. and ac- 
tually fent back ro their own homes : we do fur- 
ther forbid, that thoſe who have made profeſſion 
of the firſt ſimple vows, but who are not yet ad- 
mitted to either of the holy orders, be admitted 
thereto under any pretext or title whatever ; whe- 
. ther on account of the profeſſion they. have alrea- 
dy made in the ſaid Society, or by virtue of any 
privileges the ſaid Society has obtained, contrary 
ro the tenor of the decrees of. the Council ot 
Trent. 

And whereas all our endeavours are directed to 
the great end of procuring the good of the Church, 
and the tranquillity of Nations; and. it being at 
the ſame time our intention to provide all neceſſary 
aid, conſolation, and aſſiſtance to the individuals 
or companions of the ſaid Society, every one of 
which in his individual capacity we love in the 
Lord with a truly paternal affection ; and to the 
end that they, being delivered on their part from 
the perſecutions, diſſenſions, and troubles with 
which they have for a long time been agitated, 
may be able to labour with more ſucceſs in the 
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vineyard of the Lord, and contribute to the ſalya+- 
tion of ſouls : therefore, and for theſe motives, we 
do decree and determine, that ſuch of the Com- 
panions as have yet made profeſſions only of the 
firſt vows, and are not yet promoted to holy 
orders, being abſolved, as in fact they are abſolv- 
ed from the firſt ſimple vows, do without fail quit 
the houſes and colleges of the ſaid Society, and be 
at full liberty to chuſe ſuch courſe of life as each 
ſhall judge moſt comfortable to his vocation, 
ſtrength and conſcience, and that within a ſpace 
of time to be preſcribed by the Ordinary of the 
Diocele ; which time ſhall be ſufficient for each 
to provide himſelf ſome employment or benefice, 
or at leaſt ſome patron who will receive him into 
his houſe, always provided that the term thus al- 
n lowed do not exceed the ſpace of one year, to be 
counted from the day of the date hereof. And 
1 this the rather, as, according to the privileges of 
che ſaid Company, thoſe who have only taken 
\. cheſe firſt vows, may be expelled the order upon 
iy mwotives left entirely to the prudence of the Supe- 
y nors, as circumſtances require, and without any 
of previous form of proceſs, As to ſuch of the 
companions as are already promoted to Holy Or- 
to ders, we grant them permiſſion to quit the houſes 
ch, {ond colleges of the Company, and to enter into 
at any other regular order, already approved by the 
ary Holy See. In which caſe, and ſuppoſing they 
have already poſſeſſed the firſt vows, they are to 
perform the accuſtomed noviciate in the order into 
which they are to enter, according to the pre- 


the Neription of the Council of Trent; but if they 
om Wave taken all the vows, then they ſhall perform 
wich Nenly a noviciate of ſix months, we graciouſly diſ- 


penſing with the reſt. Or otherwiſe we do permit 
the Wer, to live at large, as ſecular Prieſts and Clerks, / 
| | | always 
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always under a perfect and abſolute obedience to 


the juriſdiction of the Ordinary of the Dioceſe, 
where they ſhall eſtabliſh themſelves. We do like- 
wiſe ordain, that to ſuch as ſhall embrace «his laſt 
expedient, a convenient ſtipend to be paid out of 
the revenues of 'the houſe or college where they 
reſided z regard being paid, in aſſigning the ſame, 
to the expences, to which the ſaid houſe ſhall be 
expoſed, as well as to the revenues it enjoyed. 
With regard to thoſe who have made the laſt vows, 
and are promoted to holy orders, and who either 
through tear of not being able to ſubſiſt for want 


of a penſion, or from the ſmallneſs thereof, or 


becauſe they know not where to fix themſelves, or 
on account of age, infirmities, or other grave and 
Jawful reaſons, do not chuſe to quit the ſaid col- 
leges or houſes, they ſhall be permitted to dwell 
therein, provided always that they exerciſe no mi- 
niſtry whatſoever in the ſaid houſes or colleges, and 
be entirely ſubject to the Ordinary of the Dioceſe ; 
that, they make no acquiſitions whatever, accord- 
ing to the decree of the Council of Lyons, that 
they do not alienate the houſes, poſſeſſions, or 
funds, which they actually poſſeſs. It ſhall be 
lawful to unite in one or more houſes, the number 
of individuals that remain; nor ſhall others be 
ſubſtituted in the room of thoſe who may die; ſo 
that the houſes, which become vacant, may be 
converted to ſuch pious uſes, as the circumſtances 
of time and place ſhall require, in conformity t9 
the: Holy Canons, and the intention of the foun- 
ders, ſo as may beſt promote the divine worſhip, 
the ſalvation of ſouls, and the public good. And 
to this end a member of the regular Clergy, 
recommendable for his prudence and ſound mo- 
rals, ſhall be choſen to preſide over and govern 
the ſaid houſes; ſo that the name of the Com: 
1 5 h pany 
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pany ſhall be, and is, for ever extinguiſhed and 
ſuppreſſed, : 

In like manner we declare, that-in this general 
ſuppreſſion of the Company ſhall be comprehend- 
ed the individuals thereof in ail the provinces 
from whence they have already been expelled ; and 
to this effect our will is, that the ſaid individuals, 
even though they have been promoted to holy 
orders, be zp/o fatto reduced to the ſtate of ſecu- 
Jar Prieſts ard Clerks, and remain in abſolute ſub- 
jection to the Ordinary of the Dioceſe, {uppoſing 
always that they are not entered into any other re- 
gular order. 

* If among the ſubjects heretofore of the Com- 
pany of Jeſus, but who ſhall become ſecular Prieſts 
or Clerks, the Ordinaries ſhall find any qualified 
by their virtues, Icarning and purity of morals, 
they may as they fee fit grant or refuſe them the 
power of confefling and preaching; but none of 
them ſhall exerciſe the ſaid holy function without 
a permiſſion in writing; nor ſtall the Biſhops or 
Ordinaries grant ſuch permiſſion. to ſuch of the 
Society, who ſhall remain in the colleges or houles 


r * . 

heretofore belonging to the Society, to whom we 
S ” . * . . 
. expreſsly and for ever prohibit the adminiſtration 
. of the ſacrament ot penance, and! the function of 


0 preaching ; as Gregory X. did prohibit it in the 
b. council already cited, And we leave it to the 
e g | | 

conſciences of the Biſhops to fee that this laſt arti- 
cle be {tritiy obſerved ; exhorting them to have 
before their eyes the ſcvere account which they 
| mult render to God of the flock committed to 
14 their charge; and the tremendous judgment, with 
* which the great Judge of the living and the dad 
doth threaten thuſe who are inveſted with fo high 
a character. 
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Farther we will, that if any of thoſe who have 
hererofore profeſſed the inſtitute of the Company 
ſhall be defirous of dedicating themſelves to the 
inſtruction of youth in any college or ſchool, care 
be taken that they have no part in the government 
or direction of the ſame, and that the liberty of 
teaching be granted to ſuch only whoſe labours 
promiſe a happy iſſue, and who ſhall ſhew them- 
ſelves averſe to all ſpirit of diſpute, and untainted 
with any doctrines, which may occaſion or ſtir up 
frivolous and dangerous quarrels. In a word, the 
faculty of teaching youth ſhall neither be granted 
nor preſerved but to thoſe who ſeem inclined to 
maintain peace in the ſchools, and tranquillity in 
the world. 

Our intention and pleaſure is, that the diſpoſiti- 
ons which we have thus made known for the ſup- 
preſſion of this Society, ſhall be extended to the 
members thereof employed in miſſions, reſerving 
to ourſelves the right of fixing upon ſuch merhods 
as to us ſhall appear moſt ſure and convenient for 
the converſion of infidels, and the conciliation of 
controverted points. 

All and ſingular the privileges and ſtatutes of 
the ſaid Company being thus annulled and entirely 
abrogated, we declare, that as ſoon as the indivi- 
duals thereof ſhall have quitted their houſes and 
colleges, and taken the' habit of ſecular Clerks, 
they ſhall be qualified to obtain, in conformity to 
the decrees of the Holy Canons, and Apoſtolic 
conſtitutions, cures, benefices without cure, offices, 
charges, dignities, and all employments whatever, 
which they could not obtain fo long as they were 
members of the ſaid Society, according to the will 
of Gregory XIII. of bleſſed memory, expreſſed in 
his bull bearing date September 10, 1548, which 
brief begins with theſe words; Satis nad att - 
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Likewife we grant them the power, which they 
had not before, of receiving alms for the celebra- 
tion of the Maſs, and the full enjoyment of all the 
graces and favours from which they were hereto- 
tore precluded, as regular Clerks of the Company: 
of Jeſus. | 


We likewiſe abrogate all the prerogatives which. 


had been granted them by their General and other 


ſuperiors, in virtue of the privileges obtained from. 
the Sovereign Pontiffs, and by which they were 

rmitted to read heretical and impious books, 
proſcribed by the Holy See; likewiſe the power 


they enjoyed of not obſerving the ſtated faſts, and 
of eating fleſh on faſt days; likewiſe the faculty 
of reciting the prayers called the canonical hours, 
and all other like privileges, our firm intention 


being, that they do conform themſelves in all 
things to the manner of living of the ſecular Prieſts, 


and to the general rules of the Church, 


Farther, we do ordain, that after the publica- 


tion of this our letter, no perſon do preſume tao 
ſuſpend the execution thereof, under colour, title, 
or pretence of any action, appeal, relief, explana- 
tion of doubts which may ariſe, or any other pre- 
text whatever, foreſeen or not foreſeen. Our will. 
and meaning is, that the ſuppreſſion and deſtructi- 


on of the ſaid Society, and of all its parts, ſhall 
have an immediate and inſtantaneous effect, in the 
manner here above ſet forth: and that under pain. 
of the greater excommunication to be immediately 


incurred by whoſoever ſhall preſume to create the 
leaſt impediment, or obſtacle; or delay, in the ex- 
ecution of this our will: the ſaid excommunica- 


tion not to be taken off but by ourſelves, or our 


ſucceſſors, the Roman Pontiffs. 


Farther, we ordain and command, by virtue 
of the holy obedience, to all and every eccle- 
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rank, dignity, and condition, and eſpecially thoſe 


Who have been heretofore of the ſaid Company, 


that no one ot them do carry their audacity ſo far 
as to impugn, combat, or even write, or ſpeak 
about the ſaid ſuppreſſion, or the reaſons and 
motives of it, or about the inſtitute of the Com- 


pany, its form of government, or other circum- 


ſtance thereto relating. without an expreſs permiſ- 


ſion from the Roman Pontiff,, and that under the 


ſame pain of excommunication. | 

We - forbid. all and every one to offend any 
perſon whatever on account of the ſaid ſuppreſ- 
ſion; and eſpecially thoſe who have been members 
of the ſaid Society, or to make ule of any injuri- 
ous, malevolent, reproachful, or contemptuous 


language towards them, whether verbally or by 


Writing. «1 | 
We exhort all the Chriſtian Princes to exert 


all that force, authority, and power, which God 
has given them for the defence of the holy Roman 


Church, ſo that in cunſequence of the reſpect and 
veneration which they owe to the Apoſtolic See, 
things may be ſo ordered, that theſe our letters 
have their full effect, and that they atten- 


. tively heeding all the articles therein contained, 


do publiſh ſuch ordonances and regulations as may 
prevent all exceſſes, diſputes, and diſſenſions, among 
the faithful, whilſt they carry this our will into 
EXECUTION, 5 

Finally, we exhort all Chriſtians, and intreat 
them by the bowels. of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
to remember that we have all one Maſter, who 
is in Heaven, one Saviour, who has purchaſed 
us by his blood; that we have all been again 
born in the water of baptiſm, through the word 
or eternal life; that we have all been declared 
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ſons of God, and coheirs with Jeſus Chriſt ; all 


fed with the ſame bread of the Catholic doctrine, 
and of the divine word; that we are all one body 
in Jeſus Chriſt, of which we are members; con- 
ſequently it is abſolutely neceſſary, that united by 
the common bond of charity, they ſhould live in 
peace with all men, and conſider it as their firſt 
duty to love one another, remembering that he 
who loveth his neighbour fulfilleth the law; 
avoiding ſtudiouſly all occaſion of ſcandal, en- 
mity, diviſion, and ſuch like evils, which were 
invented and promoted by the ancient enemy of 
mankind, in order to diſturb the Church of God, 
and prevent the eternal happineſs of the faithful, 
under the falſe title of ſchools, opinions, and even 
of the perfection of Chriſtianity. On the con- 
trary, every one ſhould exert his utmoſt endea- 
vours to acquire that true and ſincere wiſdom, of 
which St. James ſpeaks in his canonical epiſtle 
chap. lll. ver. 13. | | 

: Farther our will and pleaſure is, that though 
the ſuperiors and other members of the Society, 
and others intereſted therein, have not conſented 
to this diſpoſition, have not been cited, or heard, 
{till it ſhall not at any time be allowed them 
to make any obſervations on our prelent letter, 
to attack or invalidate it, to demand a farther ex- 
amination of it, to appeal from it, to make it a 
matter of diſpute, to reduce it to the terms of 
law, to proceed againſt it by the means of reſtita- 
tionis ad integr um, to open their mouths againſt it, 
to reduce it ad viam et terminos juris, or, in ſhort, 


to impugn it, by any way whatever, of right or 


fact, tavour or juſtice: and even though theſe 
means may be granted them, and though they 
ſhould have obtained them, ſtill they may not 
make uſe of them in Court, or out of Court; nor 
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plead flaw, ſubreption, obreption, 
nullity, or invalidity, in this letter, or — 
yu how great, unforeſeen, or ſubſtancial it may 
be, nor the neglect of any form in the above 
proceedings, or in any part thereof, nor the ne- 
glect of any point founded on any law or cuſtom, 
and compriſed in the body of laws, nor even 
the plea of enormis enormifſime et totalis læſionis, 
nor in ſhort any pretext or motive, however juſt, 
reaſonable, or privileged, not even though the 
omiſſion of ſuch form or point ſhauld be of ſuch 
a nature as, without the ſame being expreſsly 
guarded againſt, would render every other act in- 
valid. For all this, notwithſtanding, our wiil and 
pleaſure is, that theſe our letters ſhould, for ever 
and to all eternity, be valid, permanent, and effi- 
cacious, have and obtain their full force and effect, 
and be inviolably obſerved by all and every to 
whom they do or may concern now or hereafter, 
in any manner whatever. | ; 
In like manner, and not otherwiſe, we ordain, 
that all the matters here above ſpecified, and every 
of them, ſhall be carried into execution by the 
ordinary Judge and Delegate, whether by the Au- 
ditor, Cardinal, Legate a latere, Nuncio, or any 
other perſon who has or ought to have authority 
or juriſdiction in any matter or ſuits, taking from 
all and every of them all power of interpreting 
theſe our letters. And this to be executed, not- 


_ - withflanding all conſtitutions, privileges, apoſtolic 


commands, &c. &c. &c. And though to render 
che abolition of theſe privileges legal, they ſhould 
have been cited word tor word, and not compriſed 
only in general clauſes, yet for this time, and of 
our ſpecial motion, we do derogate from this 
uſage and cuſtom, declaring that all the tenor of 
the ſaid privileges is and is to be ſuppoſed as fully 
bh tf | expreſſed 


BY PREY. 
| expreſſed and abrogated, as if they were cited 
word for word, and as if the uſual form had 
been obſerved. | 
Laſtly, our will and pleaſure is, that to all 
copies of the preſent brief, ſigned by a Notary 
Public, and ſealed by ſome Dignitary of the. 
Church, the ſame force and credit ſhall be given 
as to this original. 
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Given at Rome, at St. Mary the 
Greater, under the ſeal of the 


Fiſherman, © the 21ſt day of { 
. July 1773, in the fifth year of | 
4 our Pontificate. | 
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The preſent POP E. 


LEMENT the Fourteenth was born at s 
period when the ſituation of his parents may 
be ſaid to be that of a middling condition; not 
but his father was a perſon of ſome rank, and ori- 
ginally poſſeſſed no inconſtderable patrimony, but 
a long law-ſuit, which was decided againit him, 
a little after his marriage, was the means of uſher- 


ing his ſon into the world, unattended with thoſe - 


auſpicious circumſtances that declared ultimately 
io much in his favour, | 
It was fortunate. for him, however, that his 


diſpoſition for letters, which very early diſco- 


vered itlelf, was ſuperior to his ſituatien; nor 
was he diſappointed in his moſt ſanguine incli- 
dations, as a near relation of his mother, a No- 
ble man of diltinguiſhed ragk and abilities, ob- 
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ſerving the towering genius and good diſpoſition 
of his young kinſman, beſtowed upon him every 
— of education ſuitable to the moſt exalted 
rank. 

His patron firſt put him under the care of a 
private tutor, a perſon of univerſal learning, and 
r Morals, who had equally the in- 

ruction of half a dozen Noblemens* children. 
The rapid progreſs he made in the languages and 
fine arts, under this Gentleman, endeared him the 
more to his patron, who ſeemed to be repaid, as 
it were, for his attachment, by the abilities of his 
ward. His Preceptor, likewiſe, had judgment to 
diſcover, and generoſity to conduct his abilities 
to whatever point of enquiry they led. But that 
proſperity, which hangs upon dependence, is held 
upon a moſt precarious tenure. The death of his 
patron, who died ſuddenly, and without making 
the leaſt proviſion for him, checked his literary 
career, and he was more than once on the point of 
retiring into that obſcurity, which the condition 
of his parents only entitled him to. Fortune, 
however, was more his friend, for the report of 
this *circumſtance reaching, by ſome friendly in- 
tercourſe, the ear of the late Comte Barnaldi, a 
Milaneſe Nobleman, he immediately took him 
under his protection, and finiſhed, at his own 
expence, an education that has done him, his 
pupil, and his country, ſo much honour. Though 
endued with great ſprightlineſs and ſociality, he 
early determined for the church, His patron 
Kindly oppoſed it for ſome time, bur at laſt ſeeing 
it his turn, he very Judiciouſly complied ; when, 
by his powerful intereſt, and the more powerful 
abilities of his ward, he never ceaſed promoting 
bim until he obtained for him a Cardinal's hat. 
- Soon after this event the Comte died, to the in 
1 8 | 2 expreſſible 
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expreſſible regret of all his friends and acquaint- 


ance. | 


He is a perſon of univerſal learnirg, indefati- 
gable in his enquiries, and chuſes at times to con- 


verſe with the leveral foreign Gentlemen who viſit 


his metropolis, to every one of whom he ſpeaks 
in their own native tongue, with knowledge and. 
fluency ; and the Writer of theſe Memoirs had the 


| Honour of converſing with him for above a quar- 


ter of an hour, on the character of Mr. Addiſon,” 
with whoſe genius and abilities he ſeemed perfectly 
acquainted. 

Every body is informed of the death of the 
late Pope, as well as the commotions and intrigues 
that uſually occupy the Vatican during an election. 
It was thought by all Europe this would be the 
greateſt contelt ever known; but the engaging 
manner, great learning, and diſintereſted character 
of our Cardinal, ſuperſeded theſe general expecta- 
tions, and he was, with almoſt univerſal appro- 
bation, conſecrated Pope in February 1769. 

He is, in his perſon, of the middle ſize, rather 
inclining to be fat, He was always as laborious 
in his purſuits, as intuitive in his knowledge; 
which, ſince his gaining the pontifical chair, rather 
increaſes than diminiſhes ; his time of rifing, win- 
ter and ſummer, being at five o'clock. T heſe ex- 
traordinary hours, which he gains by being out of 
bed ſo much ſooner than ordinary people, he em- 
ploys in writing or reading ; for he writes all his 
own letters, both of buſineſs and compliment, 
himſelf, nor has his Secretary ſcaicely any thing 
more to do than being the companion of his re- 
creative hours. 

Though regular and devout in the exerciſes of 
religion, he has been ever removed from the _ 
ſmalleſt infection of bigotry, and every thing that 
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he can, with prudence and propriety, retrench, 
that leads that way, he is afliduous in effecting. 
The ceremony of kiſſing the toe he has entirely 
,_ aboliſhed,” though hot without great pains and at- 
tention on his ſide, in convincing the Conglave of 
its abſurdity :. and he is now-only approached on 
"theſe occaſions, by a fi imple genuflexion. He is 
A. great encourager of arts and ſciences, and thoſe 
bo excel in either, of whatever country or pro- 
elfen, ſhare his munificence: Nberally. In all ec- 
clebaſtical diſputes, of which there are always a 
great number in his dominiens, he himſelf hears 
and determines them; and goes through this diffi- 
cult department With ſuch preciſion and imparti- 
ality, that the condemned party, though hurt by 
the. deciſion, cannot but applaud the juſtneſs of 
his ſentence, © 
In ſhort; ſuch is the chatacter of Clement the 

Fourteenth, that thoſe who know him moſt, have 
the molt realon to reſpec; and admire him. 
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